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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – February 11, 2021 
 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally 
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for electronic conferencing due to the 
COVID-19 health emergency in the State of New Hampshire. Emergency meeting pursuant to Executive 
Order 2020-04, Section 8 and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. Members present: Chair Glenn Page and 
Richard Sainsbury at Whitcomb Hall and Scott Self, Michael York, Selectmen’s Representative Sly 
Karasinski via Zoom. Also present was Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew 
Bachler at Whitcomb Hall and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard via Zoom. Page called the roll and 
read the agenda for the evening. A quorum was present.  
 
Absent:  Jane Johnson and Alternate Steve Malone                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Others Present:  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 
897 8829 6935. If there is difficulty accessing the meeting, please call (603) 352-7411 ext. 108. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda 
which can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by York with no 
further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES: 

• The meeting Minutes of January 14, 2021 were considered. Motion was made by Self to table 
the meeting Minutes of January 14, 2021 to the next meeting. There was a second to the motion 
by York and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call except Sainsbury who abstained. 
Motion passed.  

 
APPLICATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
There were none this evening. 
 
DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS 
Master Plan Update 
Review of Draft Economic Development and Natural Resources Chapters.  Bachler said he visited with 
the Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) and the Conservation Commission in regard to 
these chapters. The EDAC was supportive with the draft as it is. He met with the Conservation 
Commission in February and will continue that review to March.  He said it is possible that there might 
be more comments from the Conservation Commission.  He said he is working on the remaining 
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chapters and hoping to have them completed by June.  Bachler asked for comments or feedback. Page 
said they look okay. 
 
Self said page 15 has a small typo error, under soil types with three bullets. Driveway grades, etc. 
restricted to less than “percent” without providing the actual percent figure. Self also pointed to Natural 
Resources section in the Goals section. Source Water Protection plan is an appendix. Self said an 
additional action item should be to review and update the Source Water Protection plan as needed. Self 
said it should not be an overlay district since you pile on too many restrictions.  Self said everything in 
there, the Town is already doing it, and it stated the most damage to aquifers come from residential 
systems, not from commercial systems, and the Planning Board doesn’t monitor single- family and tw-
family residential properties.  Bachler referred to a mention of pursuing a groundwater source 
protection ordinance. Self said the end result from the Planning Board review was to add the Source 
Water Protection plan as an appendix to the Master Plan and not necessarily an ordinance. Bachler 
spoke about adding other documents to the Master Plan. Self agreed that all the background material 
should be added as appendixes to the Master Plan. 
 
Page suggested the members take the documents home and review them to come back with comments 
at next meeting. 
 

Self moved to keep this item (Master Plan updates) on the agenda for next meeting, second by 
York, and there was no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Planning Board 2021 Work Plan Discussion 
Discussion was held regarding possible Zoning Ordinance amendments or updates to the Site Plan 
Review Regulations. Bachler said he would like to discuss recommendations about zoning ordinance 
changes earlier in the year. This would give the Board more time to work through possible changes.  Self 
said that sounds reasonable. He asked Bachler if there are any suggestions coming in from applicants or 
property owners. Bachler spoke about the EDAC request for a change for the Industrial District to 
include multi-family housing. He said in thinking about that, it would be beneficial to also look at 
Commercial/Industrial District and the Business Districts as well.  He suggested the Board review where 
they are, what uses are allowed, and whether or not the properties are properly zoned in the district 
such as areas which are unlikely ever to be developed for business.  
 
Bachler said the one change requested by EDAC was to allow multi-family housing. He said he would 
prefer a broader view. He said permitted uses may not have been updated in many years. He said the 
Board should review the types of uses.  Self suggested the Board could talk about this at the next 
meeting as well. Bachler said the 125-foot structure and septic setback from Wilson Pond and Swanzey 
Lake comes up with property owners frequently.  Bachler said the State has a 50-foot structure setback. 
He said a review might be worth doing especially for Wilson Pond which currently puts the setback into 
the middle of the street. Bachler said the structure setback is still an issue regardless of whether there is 
sewer system in place.  
 
Bachler noted architectural standards are pretty general for the Site Plan Review. There are no details 
about building materials for example. He said he would be interested in pursuing architectural standards 
a little bit more, which would apply to commercial and multi-family projects only. Self said that has been 
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discussed in the past. Page said the downside of more regulation, it isn’t as friendly to business. Bachler 
said he likes regulations being broad since details can be a real challenge. 
 
Self asked if anyone signed up for Snyder’s seat. Bachler said no one has signed up. Self said his older 
son might run as a write-in.  Self asked if Steve Malone remains an Alternate. Bachler said Malone hasn’t 
been to a meeting in a number of months. There are Alternate vacancies as well. He noted he has 
spoken to a resident who may be interested in an alternate position.  
 
Next Meeting:  February 25, 2021 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury. There was a second to the motion by Self with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 6:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  


